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DANIEL xii. Ver. 3. 


And they that be wiſe, ſball ſhine as 
. the Brightneſs of the Firmament ; 
and they tbat turn many to Rigb- 

tequſneſs, as the Stars fir ener 
5 | 


{ny 


ls and the foregoing Verſe are 
generally interpreted in the ſame 
Pay, as the Paſſages in the New 
== Tcamentcoocerning Ohtiſt's com- 
ing te Jacgment: many ob: which do immme- 
74. ately relate to the Deſtruction that he would 
ſend Jeruſalem and the Nation of che 
Jeus; are expreſſed withal under (uch 
Cucumſtances, 28 cvidently look forward to 
the genera) Fulguent of che World. In like 


A 2 manner, 
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manner, this Prophecy of Daniel concerning 
ver. 2. the awaking of thoſe who then ſlept in the Duſt of 
the Earth, is ſupposd to have an immediate 
Eye to the approaching Deliverance, and as , 
it were the Revival or Reſurrection of the 
Jewiſh Nation, by the Death of Antiochus, out of 
that low and miſerablestate into which they were 
then ſunk ; not improperly compar d to being 
bury d in the Duſt of the Earth. But at the ſame 
Time, it is very evident, that ſome of the Ex- 
preſſions i in this Paſſage can relate to no other 
Reſurrection, but that of the laſt Day; Many 
of them that ſleep in the Duſt of the Earth ſhall a- 
wake ; ſome to everlaſting Life, and ſome to Shame 
and everlaſting Contempt: which cannot, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, be confin'd to that Ddiverince ofthe 
Jews out of their perſecuted State; becauſe, up- 
on the Death of Antiochus, all in | general, and | 
without Diſtinction, were to riſe up into a proſ- 
perous and flouriſhing Condition, and none of | 
them to Shame or Contempt. 
And this Diſtin&ion of the Condition of 
Men in the next World, according to their 
Behaviour in this, ( ſome to everlaſting Life, 
and ſome to Shame and everlaſting Contempt) is 
not only applicable to the Judgment of the 
laft ys but it. is the very Deſcription which 
the 
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the Goſpel gives us of the Caſe of good and | 
bad Men at the general Reſurrection; Thefe 

( ſays our Saviour) ſhall go away into Ever- Man. xxv. 

laſting Puniſhment; but the Righteous into Life ** 


1 eternal. And the Prophet having aſſign d 
2 in the 2d. Verſe the different Portions of the | 
| Righteous and the Wicked, at the Day of Re- 
F tribution; adds in the 3d. Verſe, (the Verſe 


which I have choſen for my Text) that as to 
the Meaſures and Degrees of Glory in the next 
World, there will be alſo ſome Difference and 
Diſtinction among thoſe who ſhall be rais d to 
everlaſting Life; and particularly, that they 
who have made it their Buſineſs to inſtruc 
others in their Duty, and have been Inſtru- 
ments, in the Hands of God, to turn Mankind 
into the Paths of Righteouſneſs, ſhall be diſtin- 
| guiſh d at that Day by a more eminent degree 
of Glory, and ſhall be known by a peculiar 
Brightneſs and Luſtre, like the Stars in the Fir- 
mament of Heaven. They that be wiſe, or as 
it is render in the Margin, they that be Teach- 
ers, ſhall ſhine-as the Brightneſs of the Firmament; 
and they that turn many to Righteouſneſs, as the 


, 


From which Words, I will diſcourſe at this 


Fir ſt, 


Time upon two Heads: 


»< 
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Firſt, The Perſons, to whom this diſtin- 
guiſhing Reward or Gloty in che next World, 


s promis d; and they are ſuch as apply them⸗ 


ſelves to che moſt bake and efloctual Me- 
thods, of inſtructing Mankind in their Duty, 


and turning them into the Paths of Righteouſe | 


neſs; or, as the Text deſcribes them, they are 
Teachers, and ſuch as turn many to Neben 


Secondly, The particular Excellencies of chis 
Work of training up Mankind to the Know- 
ledge and Practice of their Duty; which Ex- 
cellencies do entitle it to ſuch a great and ex- 
ceeding Reward from the Hands of God. 


Firſt then, Who are the Perſons to whine 
this diſtinguiſhing Reward: and Glory in the 
next World is promis dꝰ They are choſe! in 
general, who apply themſelves to the moſt pro- 
bable and effectual Methods, 
Mankind in their Duty, and turning them in- 
to the Paths of Righteouſneſs. The Text 

deſcribes chem, Firſt, under the Name of Wiſe, 


or Teachers, they who have inſtructed theme». 


ſelves in the Laws of God, and make it their 

Buſineſs to ſee others inſtructed: A Work, 

which belongs more eminentiy to the Mini- 
ſters 


ds, of inſtructing 


# 
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ed for that End; it is to be conſider d, that 
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ers of Jeſus Chriſt as an Order of Men ſpeci- 
ally ſent and appointed by him, for_the per- 
petual Inſtruction. and Edificition of his 


Church ; to preach the ſincere Word of God, 
to explain and enfofce the particular Duties of 


the Chriſtian Life, to inſtruct the Ignorant, 
confirm the Weak, and cofivince Gain- ſayers; 


and in ſhort, to ſet the Principles and Doctrines 


of. Chriſtianity in ſuch a cleat Light, as may 
diſpel the Clouds of Ignoragte, and deliver 
theit Hearers from all Doubts and Errors, 
whether in Faith ot Practice. 5133-1 

But altho this Work, as I ſaid, belongs in 
a more peculiar manner to the Miniſters of 


Jeſus Chriſt, as ſpecially inſtituted and appoint- 


their Teaching is chitfly directed to thoſe; who 
are arriyd to Years of Reaſon and Under- 
Randing, and bring with them a competent 
Knowledge of the general Principles of Reli- 
gion; and where there is not ſuch a Prepa- 
ratory Knowledge, it may truly be ſaid in the 
Words of the Apoſtle, that their Hearing is 
Vain, and our Preaching is vdin alſo. Now, in 
the ordinary Courſe and Nature of Things, it 
is next to 1 ble for Miniſters, eſpecially 
in large and populous Pariſhes, to carry on theſe 

neceſſary 


The peculiar Excellency: and Reward 5 CO 


| « a ws th * 
neceſſary Prepatations; becauſe they, in whoR 
they ate to be wrought, are yet Children in 
Age and Underſtanding; into whoſe Minds 
theſe Inſtructions muſt be infuſed by little and 
little, as their narrow Capacities are able to 
receive them; and from the light. and un- 
ſettld Fancies of Children, no degrees of Ap- 
plication are to be hop d, but what are owing 
to the conſtant Attendance of their Teachers, and 
the Order and Government of the Places where 
they are taught. Theſe are, our publick Schools f 
of Education; where Children, with their s 
other Attainments, are beſt inſtructed in the g 
Principles of Religion; and where they are 
prepar d to go on to further degrees of Know- 
ledge, by being made capable to read and hear 
Religious Diſcourſes, with Delight and Profit. 
i And this is not only one Branch of Teaching 
} within the Meaning and Intention of the Text, 
ÞF but however ſmall in ir ſelf, is in the Effects a 
. very important Branch, as it is the Foundation 
of their future Improvements, and that with- 
| out which no future Improvements at all would 
| = ordinarily be made. And proportionable to 
| the Neceſſity and Importance of this Work, 
| 


is the Merit and Reward of all thoſe who labour 
about it, and ſtudy to promote it; thoſe who 
| x give 
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give up their whole Time to that laborious, 
but very uſeful Employment; and thoſe who 
contribute to their Support and Encourage- 
ment, according to the Abilities with which 
God hath bleſſed them; eſpecially when ſuch 
Pains and Contributions are laid out, in pro- 
| viding Inſtruction for thoſe, who, by reaſon 
; of the Narrowneſs of their Fortunes, muſt 
| otherwiſe have grown up in utter Ignorance 
of their Duty. 

2. Another Sort of Perſons, to whom the 
Text enſures this diſtinguiſhing Reward and 
Glory in the next World, are they who turn 
many to Righteouſneſs z They that be Wiſe, or 
the Teachers, ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of the 
Firmament; and they that turn many to Righteouſ- 


neſs, as the Stars for ever and ever. And this 
Work, as that other of Teaching, principally 
belongs to the Miniſters of the Goſpel; who 
have a Command and Authority from Feſus 
' Chriſt, not only to be the Overſeers of their 
: ſeyeral Flocks, and to explain to them the 
general Promiſes and Threatnings of the Goſpel, 
and to warn obſtinate Sinners of the Danger 
+. © of their Ways; but alſo, as they find Occaſion, 
and where general Exhortations and Warnings 
have no Effet, to rebuke, reprove, and admo- 
5 | B niſh, 
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niſh, with all Freedom and Boldneſs, and to 
make Head againſt every Sin that ſhall exalt 
ic ſelf againſt God and his Laws; as thoſe who 
are to give an Account of the Souls committed 
to their Care. And towards this Work of 
turning Sinners into the Paths of Righteouſneſs, 
great Service may be done, _ Aſſiſtance 
receiv d, from a due Exerciſe of the Authority 
of Parents over their Children, of Maſters over 
their Servants, and of Magiſtrates over all; 
who are the Miniſters of God in their ſeveral 
Stations, to execute Wrath upon them that do 
Evil, and by faithfully employing the Power 
which God has entruſted with them for that 
End, may contribute a great deal towards the 
Reformation of Mankind, and ſecure to them- 
felves that diſtinguiſhing Reward in the next 
World, which the Text appropriates to thoſe 
who in this World have been the Inftruments 
of turning many to Righteouſneſs. Tat 
But there is anotherWay of delivering Man- 
kind from Sin and Vice, which is alſo naturally 
comprehended under this Phraſe of turning many 
to Righteouſneſs, and that is, the bending the 
Minds of Children, while they are tender and 
pliable, and are not yet infected with Habits of 
Vice, to the Ways of Goodneſs and * 
nels. 


- 4 
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neſs. Reproofs and Admonitions to turn Men 
from their wicked Ways, are the Application 
of a Remedy to an inveterate Diſeaſe; but to 
turn the Minds and Inclinations of Children into 
the right Way at firſt, this is to foreſee and 
prevent the Diſeaſe it ſelf. It is to write and 


imprint the Laws of God upon the Tables of 


their Hearts, while they are yet white and clean, 
not ſully d by any Filth or Pollution contracted 
by ſinful Courſes; while they are in a good 
Meaſure Strangers to the Vices of the World, 
and by ſuch an early Prepoſſeſſion of Virtue 
and Goodnels, are put into the ſureſt Way to be 
Proof againſt them as long as they live. But 
now, the Actions and Diſpoſitions of Children 


do not ordinarily fall within the Knowledge 


of Civil Magiſtrates or Spiritual Paſtors, eſpeci- 
ally, as I ſaid before, in Pariſhes that are large 
and populous; Where therefore the right 


forming of the Minds of Children, and the 
turning them into the right Way, mult chiefly 


depend upon the Obſervation of Parents, and 
the Watchfulneſs of thoſe to whom they com- 
mit the Care of their Education. But what 
then ſhall become of thoſe unhappy Children, 


whoſe Parents are taken away, or their Circum- 


ſtances too mean and narrow v0 furniſh out 


either 
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either Education or Calling? They are 
ſent into the wide World, without Reſtraint | 
and without Employment ; and being left to 
themſelves, it is eaſily foreſeen into what Wa 
the Corruption of Nature and the Example of 
a wicked World, will quickly turn them. 
And without doubt, the greater their Danger is 
under ſuch unhappy Circumſtances, the more 
worthy and ſeaſonable is that Charity which 
works their Deliverance, by providing them a 
good Education, as a Step to ſome honeſt and 
uſeful Calling; that is, by firſt turning them 
into the Way of Righteouſneſs, and then, un- 
der the Influence of God's Grace, preſerving 
and fixing them in that Way. 

And this brings me to the Second general 
Head; viz. vos 

II. The particular Excellencies of training 
up Mankind to the Knowledge and Practice 
of their Duty ; on account of which Excellen- 
cies it is entitl d to ſuch a high and diſtinguiſhing 
Reward from the Hands of God. And in ; 
diſcourſing of the Excellencies of this Work, f 
1 ſhall have a more particular Eye to the Cafe | 
before us, the Care that is taken, and the Con- 
tributions that are made, by pious and good 
Chriſtians, for the Iaſtruction and Education 

| | of 
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of the poorer Sort of Children. Which is a 
Work more peculiarly acceptable to God. 

1. As it is Charity. 

2. As it is Charity to the Soul. 

3. As it is a Charity proceeding from the 
nobleſt Motives. 

4. As it is a Charity employ d to the beſt 
Advantage. 

5. As it is a Charity, extending not only to 
the preſent Age, but alſo to Poſterity. 

1. This Work is a Work of Charity; carry- 
ing in it a general Love to Mankind, and a 
Deſire to ſee every one happy and comfortable; 
a Diſpoſition, that ſets Men above that mean 
and low Principle, of not caring what be- 
comes of the reſt of Mankind, if themſelves 
can be quiet and eaſie; a Diſpoſition, which 
prompts Men to a Concern for their Neigh- 
bours, to lay their Wants and Miſeries to Heart, 
and to contrive and purſue the molt effectual 
Methods, to make their Condition in the World 
as eaſy and proſperous as we can. This is a 
Godlike Diſpoſition, and in the ſtricteſt ſenſe 
an Imitation of God, whoſe Care is over the 
whole Creation, and whoſe Goodneſs and Pro- 
vidence are perpetually working for the Com- 
fort and Benefit of his Creatures. On which 
account, every Inſtance of Concern for the 

23 | Welfare 
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Welfare and Happineſs of Mankind, is pro- 
perly the carrying on of God's Work; and eve- 
ry charitable Diſpoſition in Man, is a happy 
Inſtrument in the Hands of God, to convey 
Comfort and Aſſiſtance to his Creatures. And 
the Argument whereby our Saviour recom- 


mends to Chriſtians this Spirit of Pity and 


Compaſſion, is, that it makes Men like ro God, 
Be ye merciful, as your Father alſo is merciful 
and that it is a moſt effectual Way to obtain 
Favour and Mercy from God, Bleſſed are the 
Merciful, for they ſhall obtain Mercy: this (as the 


Apoſtle plainly implies) being a Sacrifice with 


Heb. x11. 2. 


Prov. xxli. . | 


Tim. vi. 19. 


which God is more particularly pleas d. Inſo- 


much, that whatever is laid out in Charity, 


God accounts an Offering-and a Loanto him- 
ſelf; and accordingly he engages to' repay it, 
He who hath Pity on the Poor, lendeth unto the 
Lord, and that which he hath given, will he pay him 
again. And that this Payment is chiefly in the 
next World, is the plain Language of Holy 
Scripture z which calls every charitable Contri- 
bution to the Neceſſities of the Poor upon 
Earth, the laying up a Treaſure in Heaven, and 
the laying up in Store for our ſelves u good Foundati- 


on againſt the Time to come, that we may lay hold 
on eternal Life. And we have our Saviours 


Word 
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Word for it, that for every good Office we 

do, to thoſe who are not able to recompence 

us, we ſhall be recompenſed at the Reſurrection of Luke xiv.14; 

the Juſt ; when the chief Enquiry is to be, who 

they are, that have fed the Hungry, and cloath'd 

the Naked ; and when the Judge of the World 

will make an open and ſolemn Declaration, 

that whatever in that way has been done for 

the meaneſt Creature upon Earth, he accepts 

and rewards as done to himſelf ; Verih, I ſay u ar 4 

unto you, Inaſmuch as ye have done it unto one of tbe 

leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have done it unto me. 

Where our Saviour repreſents the Poor as 

ſtanding by, while the Rich are making up 

their Accounts, like ſo many Witneſſes in the 

Preſence of Chriſt, to the good Works of 

them, from whoſe Hands they had receivd 

Succour and Relief in this World. Of ſo 

great Value are Works of Charity in the Eyes 

of God, and ſo great is the Reward which be- 

longs to them in the next World: and this, 

to Charity of all Kinds whatſoever, as carry- 

ing in it that Godlike Diſpoſition, of loving to 

do good, and being touch d with a feeling of 

other Mens Wants and Miſeries, and defiring 

to ſee all Mankind as happy and comfortable 

as our ſelves. But the Value of that Charity 
TT 
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Service and Worſhip of God. This is a great 


which is our preſent Subject, is heighten'd by 
this peculiar Circumſtance, That, 
2dly, It is a Charity to the Soul. It does not 
only furniſh many poor Children, who muſt 
otherwiſe have livd in Beggery and Contempt, 
with ſuch Knowledge and Advantages as pre- 
pare them to live comfortably upon an honeſt 
Calling ; but, which is more, it furniſhes their 
Souls with an early Knowledge of their Duty 
to God, and:is the Means to inure them from 
the Beginning to a Habit of regular and order- 
ly Living, and to plant in them ſuch a Senſe 
of Religion and Conſcience as may carry them 
ſafe through the Temptations of a wicked 
World. And all this, at an Age, which, with- 
out ſuch Diſcipline and Inſtruction, would al- 
moſt unavoidably fall into Idleneſs, and 
Lying, and Theft, and all the vile Arts and 
Habits that are uſually ſeen in that looſe and 
ſtrolling Life, without Subſiſtence and with- 
out Employment. By which Means, there is 
perpetually growing up among us, not onl 
an vſelels by what de wes Neu ke: 
our preſent Conſideration, a lewd, wicked, 
and profligate Race, void of all Knowledge 
and Senſe of Duty, and utter Strangers to the 


Evil 
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Evil, in many Reſpects; but in none ſo great 


and deplorable, as is the periſhing of ſo many 
Souls, for want of Inſtruction and Diſcipline 
which, by a little charitable Aſſiſtance at the 
Beginning, to ſeaſon their tender Years with 
wholſom Inſtruction and good Impreſſions, 
might have deliver'd their Souls from Deſtru- 


ction, and made them eternally happy. We 


are apt to be mov'd with Compaſſion, at the 
Sight of Cold, and Hunger, and Nakedneſs 
(and it would be great Cruelty, not to be 
mov d); but there is no Sight ſo truly pitiable, 
as Youth growing up in Ignorance and Idle- 
neſs; as this is the high Way to Wickednels 
and Debauchery, and theſe the certain and 
unavoidable Ruin of their Souls. Now, the 
more valuable a Soul is, (for in reſpect of the 
Soul, the Rich and Poor are all equal) the 
higher muſt that Charity be, which extends its 


Care to it, and is employ d in its Salvation; 


in delivering it, not only from temporal 
Pain and Diſquiet (which will quickly have an 
End), but what is the great Conſideration of 
all, in delivering it from everlaſting Torment: 
And the OE to ſuch poor Souls the 


Want of Diſcipline and Inſtruction uſually, is, 
the more valuable muſt that Charity be which 
| ſupplies 
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ſupplies ir, in the account of the great Judge 


of Quick and Dead, who came down from 
Heaven to ſave Souls, and to teach and inſtruct 
the Poor and Ignorant, and to ſeek and to ſave 
that which was loſt. And the ſame ought to be 
the Work and Employment of every Chriſtian, 
according to their ſeveral Stations, Abilities 
and Opportunities; and, ſince the Erecting 
of Schools of Charity is one of the moſt 8 
fectual Ways of planting in Children the Prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity, and preſerving Multi- 
tudes from Deſtruction, whom, humanly ſpeak- 
ing, nothing elſe could preſerve; every Inſtance 
of Care and Concern, every Mite that is caſt 
in, for the Maintenance and Continuance of 
ſuch Schools, has in it this diſtinguiſhing Value, 
that it is ſo much contributed to the ſaving of 
a Soul, and will accordingly be efteem'd in the 
Eyes of Almighty God, the great Lover of 
Souls, who is not willing that any ſhould pe- 
"iſh, but that all ſhould come to everlaſting 
3. Another Circumſtance, which exceeding- 

ly adds to the Value of this kind of Care and 
Charity, is, the Motive from which it proceeds; 
namely, that univerſal Love and good Will, 
which is the higheſt Precept of the Goſpel, and 
8 —— 12 
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and the peculiar Excellency of the Chriſtian 
Religion. The Concern for Children and 
Relations, is a Principle of Nature, which uſu- 
ally works more ot leſs, according to Affinity 
and Nearneſs in Blood: And tho' the Care 
which Parents take of the Education of their 
own Children, is the doing a very great Work, 
and a Work that ought to be done in the firſt 
Place; yet, at the ſame time, it is a Work ra- 
ther of Juſtice than Charity; this being the Voice 
of Nature, and therefore the Doctrine of all 
Ages and Nations, that Children are entitled, 
in the ſtricteſt Senſe, to the Care and Aſſiſt- 
ance of their Parents. For to bring poor Crea- 
tures into the World, to (uffer them to be Slaves 
to Sin here, and conſign d to eternal Torments 
hereafter, would not only be unkind or un- 
juſt, but moſt cruel and unnatural. Thus far 
therefore Nature will carry them; and ſo we 
ofr-times ſee great Diligence and Concern 
for the Welfare of Children, in Men who are 


very wicked in other Reſpects, and appear not 


to be under any Reſtraint, of Religion or 
Conſcience, For (as I ſaid) thus far mere Na- 
ture will go; but then, here Nature ſtops ; 


and that which enlarges our Care and Affecti- 


on beyond this, 'is a Relation of another Kind, 
03-3 namely, 


„1 
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namely, a Religious and Spiritual Relation; 
as we are all Children of the ſame Father, 
Al mighty God; all Servants under the ſame 
Maſter, the Lord Jeſus; all Members of the 
ſame Myſtical Body of Chriſt, and every one 
Members one of another. This is that Relation 
which the Apoſtle deſcribes, (1 Cor. xii. 13.) 
For by one Spirit are we all baptiz.d into one Body 
and then, at the 25th and 26th Verſes, fol- 
lows the proper Effect of this Relation, that 
the Members ſhould have the ſame Care one for 
another; and whether one Member ſuffer, all the 
Members ſhould ſuffer with it. So that the Con- 
cern which Men have for their Relations ac- 
cording to the Fleſh, however laudable in it 
ſelf, is yet too narrow for the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion z and between thoſe Parents who con- 


fine their Care to their own Children, and 
thoſe who to that add the Care of others 


alſo, as far as their Abilities will reach; 
between theſe (I ſay) there is the ſame Diffe- 
rence, in ſome Reſpects, that our Saviour ſets 
between the Jew and Samaritan in the Goſpel. 
The Jew had a very hearty Concern for all 
of his own Kindred and Nation, and for 
ought appears, was free and liberal when their 
Neceſſities requir'd his Aſſiſtance ; and ſo far 

8 he 
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he did very well: but he fell far ſhort of the 
Merit and Goodneſs of the Samaritan, who 
had that mighty Commendation given him by 
our Saviour, becauſe, abhorring that narrow 
Diſtinction of Kindred, it appear d that he was 
movd by a more noble Principle; that he 
wanted no other Argument to afford his Help, 
but that he ſaw another in Need of it. In 
like Manner, they who take Care of the good 
Education of their own Children or Relations, 
do exceeding well, and deſerve great Com- 
mendation 2 it; and there is no doubt, but 
every Mans firſt and greateſt Care, is his own 
Children and Family, as a Charge, which the 
Providence of God hath more immediatel 
committed to him. But after all, it muſt be 
own'd, that in this, Nature has uſually a great 
Share, and that the Charity which we are now 
pleading for, in behalf of thoſe poor Objects 
before us, will, in regard of the Motives, be 

a higher Proof and Evidence of that univer- 
ſal Love, which the Goſpel ſo earneſtly en- 
forces; inaſmuch as all worldly Regards and 
Conſiderations apart, what is done for theſe, 

is done purely for the Sake of Chriſt ; whole 
Chilggen they are, and whole Children we 
ſhow our ſelves to be, by ſuch Care and Ten- 


derne ſs 
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derneſs to them, as becomes the Members of 
the ſame Body, one towards another. And 
what Value Chriſt will ſer upon every the leaſt 
Act of Kindneſs and Charity that is done to 
fuch, for his Sake, and upon his Account, we 
learn from his own Mouth, (Matth. x. 42. ) 
Whoſoever ſhall give to drink unto one of theſe little 
ones a Cup of cold Water, only in the na me of a 
Diſciple  Yerily, T jay unto you, he ſhall in no wiſe 

loſe bis Reward. | 
Fourthly, There is yet another Co nſideration, 
which adds greatly to the Value, and by con- 
ſequence to the Reward, of charitable Contri- 
butions in this Kind, namely, the Application 
and Effects of them. For tho every Man is 
bound, in ſtating the Proportions of his Cha- 
rity, to lay out in ſuch Meaſures and De- 
grees as God has bleſs d him; yet does not 
the Value of Charity ariſe barely from the part- 
ing with ſo much, but from a probable Pro- 
ſpect of the Good it will do, which ought al- 
ways to be one main thing in the Thought 
and Intention of the Giver. And perhaps there 
is no Kind of Charity whatever, where fo 
little works fo great Effects, as in this Way; 
and theſe Effects fo certain, as very ſeldom to 
fail. If the ſame Contributions were empl&y'd 
| in 
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in the Maintenance of theſe, without the Benefit 
of Education; it might keep them from periſh- 
ing at preſent, but it would lay no Foundati- 


on for their future Comfort. Or, ſuppoſe the 


Inſtruction and Education of each, were to be 
ſeparately provided for by the Charity of par- 
ticular Perſons; their doing of this in the firſt 
Place, would fall within the Abilities of very 
few; next, it would, in the whole, require 
much larger Supplies ; and, which is moſt con- 
ſiderable in this Matter, the Children (in the 
Way of a private Education) would loſe the 
many Advantages which they now receive by 
living under that excellent Order and Govern- 
ment into which they are here form'd. And 
upon this Account, Religion is extremely in- 
debted to the firſt pious Contrivers, and the 
preſent pions Managers, of theſe Schools of 
Charity; not only as they put it in the Power 
of the meaneſt Perſons to caſt in their Mite, 
and to bear a Part in ſo good a Work ; but 
as ſuch regular Conſtitutions are the beſt Se- 
curity to the Morals and Virtue of Children: 
At the ſame Time that they enrich their Minds 
with Chriſtian Knowledge, they repleniſh 


their Hearts with Chriſtian Diſpoſitions; all 


the while they are jnſiruhng them in theirDury, 
they 
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they are alſo preparing them to love and practiſe 
it; by reſtraining them from youthful Follies 
and Exceſles, and habituating them to a com- 
posd and regular Behaviour, and obliging 
them to a conſtantAttendance upon the publick 
Worſhip of God. By which means, Vice is 
ſhut our, at an Age, when it has otherwiſe the 
moſt eaſy Entrance, and Goodneſs is put in 
Poſſeſſion of their Hearts from the Beginning; 
and the Soil being thus ſweet and clean, the 
Seeds of Religion that are ſown in it, grow up 
and thrive apace, and rarely fail of bringing forth 
Fruit to Perfection, that is, of making ſober, 
diligent, and religious Chriſtians, prepar d, by 
that Means, to live comfortably in this World, 
and to be eternally happy in the next. And 
who, that has the Bowels of a Man, and 
knows the Value of a Soul, but would deſire a 
Share in this bleſſed Work? Who, that rightly 
conſiders his own Intereſt, would not employ 
ſome Part of his Treaſure, where the Increaſe 
is ſo great; great, both to himſelf and others, 
both in this World and the next? And who, 
that has any Reliſh of Religion and Goodneſs, 
would be debarr'd from labouring in a Vine- 
yard, that brings theſe Fruits to ſo great Per- 
fection? God be thank d, the Labourers are 

many; 
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many ; Numbers of pious and good Chriſtians 
have their Hearts and Hands open, to carry 
on theſe Nurſeries of Religion for the Poor : 
but it muſt be remember d, that as the La- 
bourers are many, ſo the Harveſt is exceeding 
great, and calls for many more Hands. Mul- 
titudes of poor Children, for Want of Edu- 
cation, lie ſtill expos d to the ſame Miſeries, 
both temporal and ſpiritual, from which the 
Number taken in (very ſmall in Compariſon 
to thoſe without) is happily delivered; and the 
Reaſon why more are not invited and con- 
ſtrain d to come in, is not, becauſe no more are 
to be found in our Streets and Lanes, but be- 
cauſe there is yet no Proviſion for more. And 
no Chriſtian can deſire a fairer Argument to 
promote the Enlargement of the Proviſion by 
greater Degrees of Liberality, than to be an 
Eye - Witneſs of the Excellent Effects which the 
Charities in this Way do every Year produce. 
When it pleaſes God to proſper the Deſign in 
ſo remarkable a Manner, it is a Teſtimony of 
his Liking and Acceptance; and his watering 
the Seed that is already ſown, ſo plentifully, 
with the Dew of his Bleſſing, is an Invitation 
to every Chriſtian to ſow ſtill more plentifully, 
in an Aſſurance that God will raiſe from it a 

ä pPto- 
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proportionable Increaſe, Upon the firſt Con- 
trivance of theſe Schools of Charity in the 
Nation, a Chriſtian, otherwiſe of pp unchari- 
table Temper, might be allow d to doubt whe- 
ther they were really practicable, and how far 
they would anſwer the Ends propos d, and 
upon theſe Accounts might ſul; 


pend or contract 
his Charity, till he ſhould ſee the Event. But 
now, we fee ſuch great Effects from ſuch ſlen- 
der Beginnings, and how much more glorious 
the Fabrick might be made, if the Foundati- 
ons were enlargd; nothing can tie up the 
Hands of Men from contributing to this great 
Work, but an utter Unconcernedneſs for the 
Religion of Jeſus Chriſt and the Salvation 
of Mankind. 2 1811130 473 15134182 
Laſtly, The Value of this kind-of Care and 
Charity riſes ſtill higher, as it extends not 
only to the preſent Age, but to Poſterity allo. 
As we are Men, endowed with Reaſon and 
Underſtanding, we are all Members of one 
Civil Society; as we are Ohriſtians, baptized 
into the ſame common Faith, we are all Mem- 
bers of the Church of Chriſt upon Earth. And 
as we are Members both of a Civil and a Chri- 
ſtian Society; we ſtand engaged mot only to 
Rudy the Welfare of both, during our -own 


Time, 
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Time, but alfo ro do what in us lies, that 
both be tranfmitted in a peaceable and flou- 
riſhing State, to our lateſt Poſterity. This is 
what Mankind readily acknowledge and pra- 
ctiſe in their private Capacities, as they are 
Fathers and Heads of Families; making it not 
only their Care, but the greateſt Care of their 
Lives, to convey Comfort and Honour to 
their Poſterity. Which the Roman Orator 
ſpeaks of, not only as an Inclination of Na- 
ture, but as a ſtrict Duty, refulting from the 
Wiſdom of Providence in the Government of 
the World, and founded on the Obligations 
reſting upon us, for the many good Things 
which defcended to us from our Forefathers. 
Nec vero dubitet 


non accipere modo hec à 'majribus voluerunt, fed 
etiam poſferis proderr. If x Husbandman, 
cc (fays he) tho never ſo aged, be ask d, Who 
« he ſows for? let his Anſwer be, For God; 
« whoſe Will it is, that as we reetived theſe 
Things from our Ariceſtors, we fhoul d alſo 
ec tranſmit them to our Poſterity. In like 
Manner, with regard to the publick Welfare of 
Churctr and State; as we are Members of 
aSociery and acer riche rind Bleſngs 
88 D 2 o 


Agricola, quamvis Senex, quærenti .. g 
cui ſerat? reſpondere, Diis immortalibus, qui me ene. 
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of Peace and Order, convey d to us by our 
Anceſtors, we ſtand engaged to convey to our 
Poſterity the like Bleſſings 3, and much more, 
as we are Members of a Chriſtian Society, are 
we bound to tranſmit and ſecure to them the 
yet greater Bleſſing of a national Piety and 
Religion. 
And what is thus owing to Poſterity, no- 
thing will more enable the preſent Age to 
diſcharge, than this Inſtitution of publick 
Schools of Charity ; where the Children of 
the pooreſt and meaneſt Sort, whom both 
Magiſtrates and Miniſters find by Experience 
to be the moſt ungovernable and diſſolute part 
of the Nation, are now civiliz d, and are daily 
imbibing the TON Humanity and Reli- 
gion, to be ſhown/and practiſed in the next 
Age: When, we have Reaſon to hope, they 
will be the great Examples of Peace and Piety; 
and, I will add, the moſt uſeful Aſſiſtants to 
Magiſtrates and Miniſters in the Maintenance 
and Propagation of both _ 
But that we may be ſure, under the In- 
fluence of God's Grace, that we are conveying 
to our Poſterity a Bleſſing unmix d; great Care 
muſt be taken, not only that no Principles be 
inſtill d into them, but ſuch as are ſound and 
| F good, 
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good, but allo that thoſe be'inſtill'd with the 
greateſt Diligence, which are in their Nature 
of greateſt and moſt conſtant Uſe in the Courſe 
of a private Life; ſuch as immediately tend 
to make Men ſerious Chriſtians, and peace- 
able Subjects: and above all, that their Minds 
be not tinctured with any new and ſingular 
Notions, either in Religion or Government; 
which would only divert their Minds from 
the ſubſtantial Duties and Offices of Religion, 
and make them proud, buſy, and contentious. 

In Religion, there are many Points contro- 
verted with no little Warmth, which ſtand 
at a great Diſtance from the Foundations of 
Chriſtianity ; but yer, being eſpouſed by Perſons 
of Figure and Learning, they preſently become 
Party- points, and Proſelytes are made with as 
much Zeal, as if the whole Chriſtian Scheme 
were to ſtand or fall with them. Such were, in 
the laſt Age, the Heads which have been 
commonly known and diſtinguiſhed by the 
Name of the Five Points; and ſuch are, in our 
Age, the Real Sacrifice, the Ab/olutian of the Prieſt, 
and the like; which being managed with 
Calmneſs and Decency, may be innocently- 
conteſted among learned Men (tho' perhaps, 
not over uſefully even among them, 3 

muc 
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much above the Reach of Children, and ge⸗ 
nerally of their Teachers too; in whoſe Hands 
therefore they are at beſt ber idle Amuſe- 
ments, and, if put into their Hands, 
would naturally lead them into two great 
Evils, namely, to miſtake ſuch ſpeculative 
Points for eee e. and to beftow 
ter Zeal upon thoſe, than even upon the 
3 themſelves. Ms 
For theſe Reaſons, great Care 6ught to be 
taken in the Education of Children, that no 
ſuch Mixtures ſlide in among the Fundamen- 
tals of Chriſtianity ; and to confine them to 
ſuch Doctrines and Principles as more imme- 
diately concern Faich and a good Life, as the 
only Doctrines chat are neceſſary to Salvation: 
To teach them their Duty to God, their Neigh- 
bour, and themſelves; to make them ſenſible 
of the Neceſſity of the Grace of God to en- 
able them to perform ir, and that the only 
Means of obtaining the divine Grace, is, 
carneft Prayer, and a religions Uſe of the 
Ordinances of the Goſpel: To inſtru& them 


carefully in the Nature of the Goſpe|-Cove- 
nant, and above all, in the whole Work of 
our Redemprion by * Chriſt, as the great 
n for the Sins of Mankind; who 


hath 
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hath made Atonement for us, and thro' whom 
alone we have Acceſs to God. A Doctrine, 
the more neceſſary to be inculcated, not only 
45 it is the great Foundation of Chriſtianity, 


but becauſe ſo many in this Age are labouriog 
openly and bare · ſaced to turn the whole Chri- 
ſtian Scheme into a Syſtem of mere Morality. 
And, with regard to thoſe other Points, it is 


much to be lamented, that even Divines, who 


are agreed, that whether the Lord's Supper be 
2 real Sacrifice, or only the Commemoration 
of a Sacrifice, the ſpiritual Effects are the very 
ſame, ſhould raiſe a Diſpute concerning that 
Point, Ac A Time when it is openly denied, 
that che very Sacrifice of Chriſt upon che Crols 
was real: and propitictory : And ö when 
they are agreed, that whether the Abſolution 
of the Prieſt be Autboritative or Declaratory only, 
the Effet dep 
of the Perſon Who receives it, they ſhould 
ſpend their Zeal upon chat Head, at )a-Time 
when the very Being 


are openly diſputed, or rather flatly denied. 
Undoubtedly, the beſt Service chat can che 


done to Religion by Perſons of Learning in 
this Age, 15,50 watch chaſe molt narrou y, who 


are. 


ends upon the inward Diſpoſition 


of Church Power, and 
the divine Inſtitution of a Goſpel · Miniſtry, 
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are undermining the Foundations of it; and 
the beſt Way to prepare Children to be a true 
Support and Honour to Religion in the next 
Age, is to reſtrain them diligently from unne- 
ceſlary Speculations of all Kinds, and to turn 
their Minds ſtedfaſtly upon the only Points 
which properly concern them, namely, the 
great Rules of Faith and Practice. 

And as in Religion, ſo alſo in Government, 
many ſpeculative Points are ſprung, concerning 
the Conſtitutions of Kingdoms, and che Rights 
of Princes; generally, with a Deſign to breed 
Diſturbances in the State, and to perplex the 
publick Adminiſtration. But, be the Deſign 
what it will, they ſeldom fail of thoſe unhap- 
py Effects; eſpecially among the meaner Sort, 
who having not Capacity enough to enter 
into the Grounds and Reaſons of ſuch Things, 
are carried away with Words and Names, while 
they remain utter Strangers to the real Merics 
of the Cauſe. By this one Stratagem, more 


than any other, the preſent Age has been 


miſerably divided into Parties and Factions; 
which have more than once brought Church 
and State to the Brinks of Deſtruction: and tho 
we are not to hope that Perſons who are already 
heated in this kind of Service (be they ever 

ſo 
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ſo unfit to judge, ) will be perſwaded to confine 
themſelves to their proper Buſineſs, and to 
leave the publick Adminiſtration to wiſer 
Heads; yet certainly, to prevent theſe Miſchiefs 
from deſcending to our Poſterity, it is proper 
that the younger Sort be reſtrain d from mixing 
in theſe unwarrantable Follies: That they be 
taught, not to ſpeak Evil of Dignities; but to 
reverence Authority, and to pay all Duty, 
Honour and Obedience, to the Powers that 
are; and this not only for Conſcience ſake, 
but for the Sake of Intereſt too, as we have no 
other Security under God, for our Religion 
and Liberties: Which as it may be ſaid and 
inculcated, with the greateſt Truth and Juſtice ; 
ſo will it not fail to be inculMed by all, who 
have the Care of Vouth, and at the ſame 
Time wiſh well to our moſt happy Eſtabliſh- 
ment. And as this Leſſon, of reverencing Au- 
thority, and leaving the publick Adminiſtration 
to the proper Hands, naturally prepares them 
for another excellent Rule of the Apoſtle, to 
ſtudy to be quiet, and to do their own Buſineſs, 1 Then; iv) 
and to work with their own Hands; ſo thole **: 
two, jointly, lay the Foundation, of. a wile, 
uſeful, and comfortable Life, of. a Life of 
Quietneſs, Peace, and Love. Whereas, the 
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liſting Children in Patty Opinions and Party 
Meaſures, lays the ſureſt Foundation for a Life 
of Idleneſs and Folly; and beſides, how 
monſtrous would it be in a Chriſtian Educa- 
tion, if Children were to be train d up, from 
their Cradles, to a ſettled Diſlike and Abhor- 
rence of one half of Mankind! 

Happy therefore is it, for theſe tender Years 
now before us, and for their Brethren through- 
out theſe Kingdoms, that both themſelves and 
their Teachers are under peculiar Reſtraints 
from falling into thoſe Follies and Extrava- 
gancies; ſince, whatever Diviſions and Ani- 
moſities there may be amongſt us in other 
Reſpects, in this of ſupporting and encou- 
raging our Schòdls of Charity, both Sides are 
entirely agreed. And as the Children would 
be betrayed into the higheſt Act of Ingrati- 
tude, ſhould they be led ro reproach and 
revile their Benefactors or their Cauſe; ſo 
would the Teachers be guilty, not only of 
great Ingratitude, but alſo of the higheſt Im- 
prudence, or rather Madneſs, if a blind 
Zeal for any Party ſhould induce them to 
encourage or permit the leaſt Iadignity 
againſt thoſe, by whom they are ſubſiſted 


in ſuch a kind and bountiful Manner. 


May 


Of Supporting Schools of arch. 


—B— — 


May theſe and all other Infections ever 
remain at the greateſt Diſtance from thoſe 


publick Nurſeries of Virtue and Religion: 
Let it be always their diſtinguiſhing Honour, 
that whatever Prejudices may be imbibed 
elſewhere, in theſe ſhall be inſtill'd the Prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity, pure and unmixd; 
and that, however almoſt all Orders and 
Degrees among us are involved in Contentions, 
however Lying, and Slandering, and Malice, 
have well nigh overſpread the Face of theſe 
Nations; yet nothing ſhall be found within 
thoſe Walls, but Peace, and Truth, and Cha- 
rity. And finally, how long ſoever it may 


pleaſe God, for our Sins, to ſuffer Diviſions 


amongſt us in other Matters, may we ever 
remain unanimous in the Support and Main- 
tenance of our Schools of Charity; as Inſti- 
tutions of the greateſt and moit evident Be- 
nefit to Religion and Government, and, 
next to our Gracious Sovereign and his Royal 
Iſſue, the ſureſt Pledges of the Favour and 
Goodneſs of God, to Us and our Poſterity. 
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